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PREFACE 

The year 1986 marks the attainment of the 100th edition of the Victorian Year Book since its 
inception with the edition for 1873. Despite a few occasions when the Year Book did not 
appear it is the oldest continuing Year Book in Australia and among the oldest in the world. 

This year is also a population census year and by coincidence the 150th anniversary of the 
appointment of officers to undertake the collection of census data in the Port Phillip District 
of New South Wales. This was the commencement of official statistical recording in what 
later became the Colony and State of Victoria. 

Such commemorations are the occasion for reviewing the past and an article on the work 
of Victoria's official statisticians is featured in this edition. The account of their 
achievements, as published in census volumes, Statistical Registers, and Year Books, is 
intended as a small tribute to our predecessors. It draws attention to their responses to 
changing circumstances while retaining the essential continuity of objectives of measuring 
the demographic, economic, and social aspects of Victoria, and presenting them in text, 
table, and illustration. 

In assessing the relevance of publications of the Australian Bureau of Statistics in an era 
of rapid change, the Year Book has undergone some revision to ensure that the content and 
format fulfils its role of reflecting clearly the current situation in Victoria, based on the solid 
foundation of official statistics. 

I wish to thank the many contributors and the staff of the Victorian Office of the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics whose work has been essential in the preparation of this 
l00th Year Book. 

vm 

ERLEBOURKE 
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 

June 1986 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The following persons and institutions either supplied basic material for the various articles or 
advised on their preparation: 

CHAPTER ONE: 
OFFICIAL STATISTICIANS 
OF VICTORIA AND 
THEIR PUBLICATIONS, 
1836 TO 1986 
Max Chamberlain 

CHAPTER TWO: 
GEOGRAPHY 
Department of Conservation, Forests 

and Lands-
Division of Survey and Mapping 
Division of Conservation 
National Parks Service 

Department of Industry, Technology and 
Resources 

Environment Protection Authority 
Land Conservation Council 
Rural Water Commission 

CHAPTER THREE: 
CLIMATE 
Bureau of Meteorology 

CHAPTER FOUR: 
CONSTITUTION AND PARLIAMENT 
Australian Electoral Commission 
Chief Parliamentary Counsel 
Clerk of the Papers 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
Dr C. Saunders 
State Electoral Office 

CHAPTER FIVE: 
GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION 
Country Fire Authority 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
Local Government Department 

IX 

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board 
Office of the Auditor-General 
Ombudsman 
Public Service Board of Victoria 
Victoria State Emergency Service 

CHAPTER SIX: 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Local Government Department 
Melbourne City Council 
Road Construction Authority 
Victoria Grants Commission 

CHAPTER SEVEN: 
REGIONS, HERITAGE, AND 
PLANNING 
Department of Industry, Technology and 

Resources 
Ministry for Planning and Environment 

CHAPTER EIGHT: 
DEMOGRAPHY 
Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
Ministry for Planning and Environment 
Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission 

CHAPTER NINE: 
INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS 
Accident Compensation Commission 
Australian Conciliation and Arbitration 

Commission 
Confederation of Australian Industry 
Department of Employment and Industrial 

Affairs 
Department of Management and Budget 
Industrial Training Commission 
Victorian Trades Hall Council 



CHAffER TEN: 
EMPLOYMENT AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
Department of Employment and Industrial 

Affairs 
Department of Employment and Industrial 

Relations 

CHAYfER ELEVEN: 
HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 

Research Organization--Division of 
Building Research 

Defence Service Homes Corporation 
Department of Housing and Construction 
Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs 
Government Employee Housing Authority 
Housing Loans Insurance Corporation 
Local Government Department 
Ministry of Housing 

CHAPTER TWELVE: 
ENERGY AND MINING 
Department of Industry, Technology and Resources 
Department of National Development and 

Energy 
Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria 
State Electricity COmIliission of Victoria 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN: 
WATER RESOURCES 
Department of Water Resources 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
Rural Water Commission of Victoria 

CHAPTER FOURTEEN: 
FORESTRY 
Department of Conservation, Forests 

and Lands - State Forests 
and Lands Service 

CHAPTER FIFTEEN: 
FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
Department of Conservation, Forests and 

Lands - Fisheries and Wildlife 
Service, Arthur Rylah Institute 
for Environmental Research 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN: 
AGRICULTURE 
Australian Animal Health Laboratory 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
Department of Conservation, Forests and 

. Lands 
Rural Finance Commission 

x 

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: 
MANUFACTURING 
Department of Industry, Technology and 

Resources 
Victorian Economic Development 

Corporation 

CHAPTER NINETEEN: 
EXTERNAL TRADE 
Department of Industry, Technology and 

Commerce 
Department of Industry, Technology 

and Resources 
DepartmentoflIade 

CHAPTER TWENTY: 
PUBLIC FINANCE 
Australian Taxation Office 
Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation 
Land Tax, Probate, and Gift Duties Office 
Liquor Control Commission 
Payroll Tax Office 
Stamp Duties Office 
State Superannuation Board of Victoria 
Tattersall Sweep Consultations 

CHAffER TWENTY-ONE: 
PRIVATE FINANCE 
Australia and New Zealand Banking 

Group Ltd 
Commonwealth Banking Corporation 
Insurance Council of Australia 
Life Insurance Federation of Australia 
Office of the Government Statist and Actuary 
Public Trustee Office 
Reserve Bank of Australia 
State Bank 
State Insurance Office 
Stock Exchange of Melbourne 
Titles Office of Victoria 
1iustee Companies Association of Australia 

and New Zealand 

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE: 
TRANSPORT 
Australian National Line 
Department of Aviation 
Ministry of Transport 
Motor Accidents Board 
Port of Geelong Authority 
Port of Portland Authority 
Port Phillip Pilot Service 
Road Construction Authority 
Road Traffic Authority 



CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR: 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Australian Broadcasting Tribunal 
Australian Postal Commission 
Australian Telecommunications Commission 
Department of Communications 

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE: 
EDUCATION 
Association of Independent Schools of 

Victoria 
Catholic Education Office of Victoria 
Commonwealth Department of Education 
Commonwealth Tertiary Education 

Commission 
Council of Adult Education 
Deakin University 
La Trobe University 
Ministry of Education - Victoria 
Monash University 
University of Melbourne 
Victorian Institute of Secondary Education 
Victorian Post Secondary Education 

Commission 
Victorian Universities Admissions Committee 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX: 
HEALTH 
Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria 
Cancer Institute 
Commonwealth Serum Laboratories 
Department of Health 
Department of Veterans' Affairs 
Health Department Victoria 
Medical Board of Victoria 
Monash University 
National Health and Medical Research 

Council 
University of Melbourne 
Victorian Bush Nursing Association 
Victorian Medical Postgraduate Foundation 
Victorian Nursing Council 

XI 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN: 
SOCIAL WELFARE 
Australian Red Cross Society 
Department of Community Services 
Department of Social Security 
Department of Veterans' Affairs 
Registrar of Friendly Societies 

CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT: 
JUSTICE AND THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF LAW 
Australian Institute of Criminology 
Children's Court 
Commonwealth Legal Aid Council 
Coroner's Court 
County Court 
Crimes Compensation Tribunal 
Crown Solicitor's Office 
Deputy Commissioner of Police 

(Victoria Police) 
Harness Racing Board 
High Court of Australia 
Law Department 
Law Institute of Victoria 
Legal Aid Commission of Victoria 
Leo Cussen Institute 
Liquor Control Commission 
Office of Corrections 
Prothonotary, Supreme Court 
Sheriff, Supreme Court 
Small Claims Tribunal 
Victoria Law Foundation 
Victorian Bar Council 

APPENDIX: 
CHRONOLOGY OF IMPORTANT 
EVENTS, 1985 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

The following symbols mean: 
cr. credit 
dr. debit 

n.a. not available 
n.e.c. not elsewhere classified 
n.e.i. not elsewhere included 
n.e.s. not elsewhere specified 

SYMBOLS 

n.p. 
n.y.a. 

p 

not available for publication, but included in totals where applicable 
not yet available 
preliminary - figure or series subject to revision 

r figure or series revised since previous issue 
not applicable 
nil or rounded down to zero 
break in continuity of series (where a line drawn across a column between two 
consecutive figures) 

M, males; F, females; T, total 
OTHER FORMS OF USAGE 

The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian States and Territories and 
Australia: NSW (New South Wales), Vic. (Victoria), Qld (Queensland), SA (South Australia), WA 
(Western Australia), Tas. (Tasmania), NT (Northern Territory), ACT (Australian Capital Territory), 
and Aust. (Australia). 

Yearly periods shown as, e. g. 1985 refer to the year ended 31 December 1985. Those shown as, e. g. 
1984-85 refer to the year ended 30 June 1985. Other yearly periods are specifically indicated. 

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (c) unless another currency is specified. 
All data are presented in metric terms. 
Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the component items 

and totals. 
AVAILABILITY OF ABS PUBLICATIONS 

The Victorian Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) maintains an Information 
Service, which on request, supplies available statistical information and advice on which publications 
are appropriate, and a library in which all publications of the ABS are available for reference. 
Businessmen, government officers, students, and members of the public are invited to make use of 
these s~rvices. 

Information regarding the availability of ABS publications can be obtained from the Information 
Services Section, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Box 2796Y, G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001, phone 
(03) 653 0181. 

All publications issued by the ABS are contained in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia 
(1101.0) which is available from any ABS Office. 
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